
What do you do with opposing claims in 
an argumentative essay?



In this lesson you will learn to 
support a claim by 

acknowledging opposing claims.



Let’s Review

What kind of people were the Crafts?  After reading 

“The Great Escape From Slavery of Ellen and 

William Craft,” write an essay that explains your 

point of view on the Crafts.  Be sure to support your 

position with evidence from the text and to 

acknowledge competing views. 
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Let’s Review

I’m not sure I 
agree with that.

Hmm…I guess 
this could be 

right.



Core Lesson

Review persuasive map for evidence.1

2 Ask, “What would someone disagree with?”

3 Use the prompt, “Some people might think 
{opposing claim}, but…”



Core Lesson Evidence

Claim: Reason:

Opposing 
Claim:

William stayed calm 
when his boss was 
looking in windows.

They responded 
bravely in 
situations where 
they could have 
been captured.

Ellen knew her seatmate 
but remained in 
character.

The Crafts 
were 
brave 
people.

1. Review persuasive map for evidence.2. Ask, “What would someone disagree with?

Brave people 
aren’t scared!

Brave people don’t 
hide in disguise.

Some people might think that 
this wasn't brave because 
they were scared, but 
courage doesn't mean not 
being scared.  Courage 
means being determined to 
stay the course even in fear.  

3.  Use the prompt, ‘Some people 
might think {opposing claim}, but…”



Core Lesson

Claim: Reason:

Opposing Claim:
Some people might that this 
wasn't brave because they 
were scared, but courage 
doesn't mean not being scared.  
Courage means being 
determined to stay the course 
even in fear.  

William stayed calm 
when his boss was 
looking in windows.

They responded 
bravely in 
situations where 
they could have 
been captured.

Ellen knew her seatmate 
but remained in 
character.

The Crafts 
were 
brave 
people.
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What kind of people 

were the Crafts?  



Core Lesson

Review persuasive map for evidence.1

2 Ask, “What would someone disagree with?”

3 Use the prompt, “Some people might think 
{opposing claim}, but…”



In this lesson you have learned 
to support a claim by 

acknowledging opposing claims.


