
According to the text, “Why the 
Bear has a Short Tail,” how is the 

myth explained?



In this lesson you will learn  how to 
answer questions about a story by 

rereading and identifying key details.



Let’s Review

• Why things exist in 
nature

• Why bears have 
short tails



Let’s Review
• Details: words in a text that 

explain ideas and answer 
questions.



Core Lesson

Reread the text looking for details that
answer the question.1

2 Ask, “What details in the text can help me
answer the question?”

3
Restate the question and answer out loud,
in your own words, using the details from 
the text.



Core Lesson

1. Reread the text looking for 
details that answer the question

According to the text, “Why the Bear has a Short 
Tail,” how is the myth explained?



Core Lesson
1.  Reread the text looking for details that 
answer the question.

All day the bear waited. The sun rose high in the sky, and 

still the bear sat with his tail through the ice. Sunset came, but still 

the bear sat with his tail through the ice….

He pulled and pulled, but not a fish came out. Worse than 

that, not all of his tail came out! The end of the bear’s tail was 

frozen solid to the ice beneath the water.



Core Lesson
2. Ask, “What details answer the question?”

“You must put your tail in the ice and keep it there.”

The secret of catching fish is to keep your tail in the water for a long time. Then 

when you pull it up, you will pull with it as many fish as I have.

…the bear sat with his tail through the hole in the ice. Sunset came, but still the 

bear sat with his tail through the ice. 

He pulled and pulled, but not a fish came out. Worse than that, 

not all of his tail came out! The end of the bear’s long tail was 

frozen solid to the ice beneath the water. 



Core Lesson
3. Restate the question and answer, using the details.

According to the text, “Why the Bear has a 
Short Tail,” how is the myth explained?

The myth, “Why the bear has a Short Tail,” 
is explained because a fox tricked a bear to 
put his tail in the ice for a long time. Then, 
when he tried to pull his tail out, the end 
of it was frozen solid and stuck to the ice. 
This is why bears have short tails.

Did I use details from 
the text?



Core Lesson

Reread the text looking for details that
answer the question.1

2 Ask, “What details in the text can help me
answer the question?”

3
Restate the question and answer out loud,
in your own words, using the details from 
the text.



In this lesson you have learned  how to 
answer questions about a story by 

rereading and identifying key details.


