Overcoming Learning Challenges Near and Far Grade 3: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 2

Excerpt of More Than Anything Else

After work, even though my shoulders still ache and my legs are stained with salt,
| study my book. | stare at the marks and try to imagine their song.

| draw the marks on the dirt floor and try to figure out what sounds they make,
what story their picture tells.

But sometimes | feel like | am trying to jump without legs. And my thoughts get
slippery, and | can’t keep up with what | want to be, and how good | will feel
when | learn this magic, and how people will look up to me.

| can’t catch the tune of what | see. | get a salt-shoveling pain and feel my dreams
are slipping away.

| have got to find him—that newspaper man.

Source: More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby. Text copyright © 1995 by Marie Bradby.
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