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Evidence Chart

Claim(s): __Charlie gains intelligence as a result of the surgery, which helps him become more aware of
how others treat him. The author’s use of the journal format helps me to see the changes in Charlie’s

intelligence.

Text Title

Evidence
(quotation or paraphrase)

How does this evidence support or oppose your claim?

“Flowers for Algernon”

“I want to be smart” (March 5).

Charlie wants to be smart, and the surgery does just that. So, Charlie gets
what he wants.

“Flowers for Algernon”

When Charlie realizes people make fun of him, he
says, “Now | know what it means when they say ‘to
pull a Charlie Gordon.” I'm ashamed” (April 20).

Even though is it painful for Charlie to learn that his friends aren’t really
friends at all, Charlie has more knowledge about people around him than
he did before. It is better that he knows rather than continuing to go on
being a fool and made fun of.
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Charlie is pleased with his progress and feels good about the surgery. He

Miss Kinnian says, “You're coming along fast, Charlie. is able to see how much he is learning by looking at his progress reports

Flowers for Algernon Charlie says, “That made me feel good” (April 18) and he is able to continue learning from Miss Kinnian, which he likes. So,

things are working out well for Charlie.

Evidence Chart

Claim: __Charlie’s changes how a negative effect on him. The author writes the events so that Charlie
doesn’t know what is happening but | do, which makes me feel sorry for him.

Evidence

Text Title : How does this evidence support or oppose your claim?
(quotation or paraphrase) PP ppose y

“Miss Kinnian rekemmended me the best from all the
people who she was teaching” (March 8). Charlie is a good person at the beginning of the text. He tries really hard.

“Flowers for Algernon” The surgery opens his eyes to how others view him, which upsets him.
Dr. Strauss also says that Charlie has “intenss motor- | He would better off if he just didn’t know.

vation” (March 8).

Grade 8: Flowers for Algernon
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“Flowers for Algernon”

“Im glad Im going back to work because | miss my job
and all my frends and all the fun we have there”
(March 23).

When Charlie realizes people make fun of him, he
says, “Now | know what it means when they say ‘to
pull a Charlie Gordon.” I'm ashamed” (April 20).

Charlie is also very kind and wants to have friends and belong. Charlie
doesn’t understand that his friends only keep him around to make fun of
him. As Charlie gets smarter, he realizes this. He becomes upset and
ashamed. Again, what’s the point of experiencing that pain?

“Flowers for Algernon”

“Its called Robinson Crusoe about a man who gets
merooned on a dessert lland. Only | feel sorry
because hes all alone and has no frends. | hope he
gets a frend and not be lonly.”

Charlie feels sorry for Robinson Crusoe. Charlie doesn’t get that he is
lonely just like Robinson with no friends. The only people Charlie counts
as friends are Joe and Frank, who aren’t really his friends. Charlie cares
about this character, which shows he is a good person. The surgery ruins
that by making him sad.

Grade 8: Flowers for Algernon



